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PREFACE 


Part of our mandate at the Public Archives includes the custody of those 
federal government records considered worthy of permanent preservation for study 
and research. This present series of preliminary inventories is being published by the 
Public Records Division to inform researchers and the general public of the rapidly 
growing extent and increasing variety of such records. 


These inventories are termed "preliminary" because not all the material in 
them is at present adequately organized and listed and will therefore be subject to 
revision from time to time. 


Each inventory describes one or more record groups. The term "record group" 
(RG) is used here exclusively to refer to federal government records in the Public 
Archives of Canada. It can be most easily defined as any body of records of the 
federal government of Canada or its predecessors that are organizationally or 
functionally related by administrative continuity. In practical terms this usually 
means that a separate record group is created for each department, branch, or 
agency that maintained at any point during its existence a separate and self- 
contained registry system. The inventory for each record group will contain: 


1) abrief administrative outline of the creating government body or 
bodies; 

2) anote on access regulations; 

3) suggestions for citation of the records; 

4) aseries by series description of the records themselves. 


The records will be organized in a manner that most nearly reflects the evolving 
administrative structure of the creating department, branch, or agency. 


During the period 1951 to 1967 a number of Preliminary Inventories for 
record groups were published. This new series will supersede the older publications. 
In some cases we shall reorganize the whole record group. Others will retain their 
original format but have numerous additions incorporated into them. Most of the 
inventories appearing in this new publication program, however, have never appeared 
in print before. By frequently up-dating the inventories of those groups that receive 
large influxes of new material we will be able to keep the public aware of the 
expanding scope and diversity of our holdings of public records. 


I must express grateful appreciation to the staff members who have worked 
so diligently to organize these inventories and prepare them for publication. 


W.1. Smith, 
Dominion Archivist 
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INTRODUCTION 


The records of the Food Prices Review Board relate to all aspects of the 
Board's activities from 1973 to 1976. These records will be open to researchers on 
1 January 1982. 


Extenten lem 
Suggested Citation: Public Archives of Canada, Records of the Food Prices 
Review Board, Record Group 115, Volume 53, file 2680-1, 


Prosecutions - Misleading Advertising - General, 1974. Sub- 
sequent citation: PAC, RG 115, vol. 53, file 2680-1. 


Sie 


ADMINISTRATIVE OUTLINE 


The Food Prices Review Board was established by Order-in-Council! (P.C. 1973 
- 1239) under Part I of the Inquiries Act on 25 May 1973 in response to public 
uncertainty and political tension surrounding the rapid food price increases which 
began late in 1972. The appointment of such a board was the main recommendation 
of the Special Parliamentary Committee on Trends in Food Prices. 


The Food Prices Review Board was originally given a very restricted research- 
oriented mandate to provide "detailed and timely information and analyses with 
regard to price movements amongst food products". Specifically, it was 


-..tO monitor price movements of a comprehensive series of food 
products and to issue reports thereon, at three month intervals, and 
to inquire into the causes of particular food price increases in any 
class of food products, and to issue reports thereon, with all despatch, 
including recommendations where the Board considers it appropriate 
to do so. 


Unfortunately, it was never adequately communicated to the public that the 
Board's mandate was very limited indeed and, as a consequence, much of the public 
appeared to believe that the Board was established to stop food price increases. 
Recognizing the problem of undue expectations, and to counteract a steady flow of 
criticism about the "toothless" Board, the Government conferred a third mandate 
upon it on 21 August 1973. The new mandate called on the Board 


...to inquire into any increase in the price of any food item where 
such increase may be unwarranted, and, where the Board deems 
necessary, to publish a report thereon without delay. 


In addition to research and publications, the F.P.R.B. carried out four major 
functions: (1) investigations; (2) complaints; (3) price monitoring; (4) policy 
advocacy. 


The Board's initial term of office was to expire on 31 December 1974. Three 
months before that date the Board's life was extended for a further 12 months, to 31 
December 1975. In the end the Board was officially disbanded on 14 October 1975 to 
make way for the Anti-Inflation Board. 
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RECORD GROUP 115 
FOOD PRICES REVIEW BOARD 
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN, 1973-1975, .2 m (Vol. 1) 


Official correspondence of the Chairman of the F.P.R.B. from October 
1974; included is one file of Mrs. Beryl Plumptre's personal corres- 
pondence. 


OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 1973-1975, .3 m (Vols. 2-3, 79-81) 


Administrative and operational correspondence, memoranda, reports and 
working papers of the Secretary relating to all aspects of the Board's 
activities. An additional series of files, "Diary Correspondence", 
includes correspondence, memos, and speech notes relating specifically 
to Mr. Anthony Campbell's role and responsibilities as Secretary of the 
Board. Also included is one file of Michael McDermot's correspondence, 
June 1973. 


COMMISSIONERS CORRESPONDENCE, 1973-1975, .05 m (Vol. 4) 


When the F.P.R.B. was established in May 1973, five regional commis- 
sioners were appointed to represent the Board. This series consists of 
correspondence between the various Commissioners and Board Head- 
quarters in Ottawa. 


CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER, 1973-1975, .1 m (Vol. 3) 


Correspondence, memoranda, and notes of the Chief Administrative 
Officer of the Board who was responsible for administering the daily 
activities as well as routine operational matters of the Board. 


NATIONAL SURVEY PROJECT, 1973, .05 m (Vol. 4) 


Two files relating to the planning and implementation of the F.P.R.B. 
National Survey Project, 10-24 September 1973. Under the direction of 
M.E. Butler and J.W. Fell, a team of investigators studied food pricing 
practices in 1500 retail stores across Canada. The results were published 
by the Board as The Retail Food Stores Survey, November 1975. 


INFORMATION SERVICES, 1973, .025 m (Vol. 4) 

Daily correspondence of the Head of Information Services for the Board. 
RESEARCH CO-ORDINATOR, 1973-1974, .05 m (Vol. 4) 
Correspondence, memoranda, and reports of the Research Co-ordinator 


who was responsible for research in areas relating to agricultural and 
food systems. 
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CENTRAL REGISTRY FILES, 1973-1975, 15 m (Vols. 5-78; 82) 


These files consist of both administrative and operational records 
created by the Food Prices Review Board. Administrative files include 
agenda and minutes of meetings, speeches and articles by Board 
members, and press releases. Operational files detail all aspects of the 
Board's activities, particularly the investigative and research functions, 
and consist of a sample of consumer complaint files; co-operation and 
liaison files with the food industry; correspondence, reports, and studies 
on a wide range of commodities; and information relating to wage and 
price controls. Included are records of the Board's various investigations 
and surveys; minutes of meetings with food producers; correspondence 
and memoranda on such topics as nutrition, packaging, advertising, and 
pricing policies; and drafts of Board reports and research studies. A list 
of files is available. 


NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS, 1973-1975, 5 m (Vols. 83-107) 
Clippings from newspapers and magazines relating to the Board's 


activities. Most of these are arranged in chronological order although 
several subject files were maintained. A list is available. 
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